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Bill Type and Number:  Resolution 2012-176
Sponsor: Council member Love:
Date of Introduction: March 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: RCDPHS; JWW
Date of Analysis: March 16, 2012
Type of Action: 
Bill Summary:  This resolution supports water management structure and functions as delineated in Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, as the statutes existed prior to 2011 and adequate funding for water management districts; the resolution opposes centralization, command and control of regional and local water resources within the Executive and/or Legislative branches of government, or by a statewide board or authority and any effort to move water from public ownership to ownership or total control by private interests; directing the Chief of Legislative Services to forward the resolution to certain public officials.
Background Information: In the recently adjourned State Legislative session, there had been bill introduced and deliberated that would have made the Legislature responsible for approving the budgets of Water Management Districts which some observers felt was giving the Legislature control of the Water Management Districts.  None of the bills passed as introduced but will, in all likelihood, be a part of future legislative agendas.  HB 639 sponsored by Representative Young was dubbed the “privatization bill.”  It would have eliminated the authority of the water management districts to regulate reclaimed water; it would allow utilities to own reclaimed water.  The bill sought to eliminate reclaimed water from the statutory definition of “waters in the state” under Chapter 373.   SB 1834 sponsored by Senator Hays sought to extend legislative authority over water management districts. The bill would shift ultimate responsibility for budget approval to the Legislature, away from the water management districts, a centralized approach based in Tallahassee.
Policy Impact: The Environment/Water Management Districts
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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